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1.0 Summary Information 

The 119.43 acre property documented herein consists of the Open Space created as part 

of the Ridge at Green Hill Subdivision.  This land is being formally preserved for 

conservation purposes as compensatory mitigation for impacts to vernal pool buffer 

associated with the subdivision roadway and clearing for residential development.  An 

extensive collection of photographs with location map are provided in Appendix A.  The 

proposed mitigation land is depicted on the plans and figures found in Appendices B 

through D. The following sections provide documentation of the existing conditions 

within the proposed preservation property. 

Property Owner: Town of Barrington 

333 Calef Highway 

(Rte. 125) 

Barrington, NH 

03825 

 

Town of Barrington  

Conservation Commission 

Barbara Irvine   

(603) 664-5798 

barringtonconservation@gmail.com 

Executory Interest: State of New Hampshire 

c/o Department of Environmental Services  

29 Hazen Drive 

Concord, NH 03301 

 

Proposed Date of 

Acquisition: 

The property transfer is anticipated to be finalized in February 

2022 

Property 

Description: 

The property consists of the entirety of Lot 223-24, designated 

Open Space Area C, and portions of Lot 223-26 Designated as 

Open Space Areas A and B 

Direction to the 

Property: 

The property is located near the intersection Old Green Hill Road 

and Calef Highway (Route 125).  Lot 223-24, (Open Space Area 

C) is located directly north of Old Green Hill Road near the top of 

the hill.  Open space Areas A and B surround the residential lots 

to the east and south. The property is accessible via Old Green 

Hill Road (a class VI road) or through a Right of Way located at 

the eastern end of the subdivision loop road between lots  15 & 16 

Conservation Goals: The primary goals of the proposed preservation are protection of 

vernal pool resources on the property, the preservation of 

unfragmented forest block, and the protection of water quality in 

the watershed of the Bellamy Reservoir.  Secondary goals are 

preserving aesthetic value, opportunity for passive recreation, and 
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enjoyment by the public. 

Report Prepared by: This report was prepared by Gove Environmental Services, and 

was compiled from extensive field work conducted at the site 

from between 2018 and 2020. 

 

2.0 Project History 

The proposed protection of the Open Space created by The Ridge at Green Hill 

Subdivision is intended to serve as compensatory mitigation for impacts to vernal pool 

buffer associated with the access road and development of the residential lots.  The 

mechanism for protecting the land is fee simple ownership by the Town of Barrington 

under a conservation restricted deed that grants Third Party Right of Enforcement to the 

State of New Hampshire through the Department of Environmental Services.  This was 

the result of extensive planning and coordination with the Town of Barrington 

Conservation Commission, the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

(NHDES), United States Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), and United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The land preservation will be executed prior to 

impacts in accordance with the permits from NHDES and ACOE. 

3.0 Land Uses and Management 

Most recently, the property has been managed as woodland with logging having been last 

conducted between 2008 and 2009. Historically, areas near the top of Green Hill, 

including portions of the Open Space, were used as orchard and likely other agricultural 

uses dating back to the 19th century.  Less is known about past uses of the property 

located on the south slope of Green Hill extending to the southern property line.  This 

area may have been used for agricultural purposes, but wetland and steep slopes suggest 

that it may have been less suitable for agriculture and has historically been managed as 

woodland.   

4.0 Property Improvements and Disturbance 

Three stormwater management features will be constructed on the property for the 

protection of water quality in accordance with the approved subdivision plan, state, and 

local regulation.  Section 3 of the conservation deed provides an allowance for 

construction and maintenance of these improvements.  The property contains no other 

modern structures or improvements.  Signs of the former orchards and agricultural uses 

atop Green Hill have largely been erased by overgrowth and decay.  Sections of stone 
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walls remain in the interior of the property and along the boundaries of the existing lots, 

most notably along Old Green Hill Road.  Remnants of serval 19th century structures 

exist near the top of Green Hill in Open Space A. 

Disturbance on the property is primarily the result of the recent, and likely previous, 

logging operations. Various skid trails are still evident throughout the property but there 

is no evidence that any of these are currently used to access the property.   

5.0   Natural Features 

Green Hill is the dominant landscape feature on the property with grades falling steeply 

to the north and south.  The property is woodland dominated by a mix of hemlock, pine, 

and young mixed hardwoods.  Extensive areas of the property have been selectively 

logged within the past 10 years creating a patchwork of early successional growth and 

more mature forest.  Portions of the property near the top of Green Hill, once occupied by 

orchard, contain dense invasive woody vegetation.   

 

The 19.43 acre Open Space consists of approximately 27% wetland located in two main 

areas.  The largest wetland complex is situated at the base of Old Green Hill, occupying 

much of the southern portion of the property and Open Space A.  Forested wetland 

dominated by Red Maple, Eastern Hemlock, and Yellow Birch is the most prevalent type 

of wetland in this complex, but areas of scrub shrub wetland and upland islands are also 

present.  The hydrology of this wetland is mixed, being seasonally wet along the lower 

slope of Green Hill and permanently saturated at the lowest elevations.  This wetland 

drains both east and west but lacks a defined stream channels until the nearly leaving the 

property at each end.  The eastern flow from this wetland forms the headwaters of Calif 

Brook which flows into the Bellamy Reservoir.  The western flow makes its way to 

Green Hill Brook to the west of Route 125. 

 

The second area of wetland exists near the top of the hill roughly along Old Green Hill 

Road.  This wetland is also predominantly forested wetland dominated by Red Maple. 

Portions of the wetland lie in Open space Areas A and C as well as within Old Green Hill 

Road which appears to be deeply eroded in this area.  The eastern end of the wetland is 

comparatively undisturbed, eventually forming an intermittent stream which flows south 

along the western property line, connecting this area to the large wetland complex 

described above.    

 

Vernal Pools were identified in both the main wetland areas as identified on the enclosed 

plans and figures.  The most extensive vernal pool breeding activity was identified in the 

central portion of the southern wetland complex. This type of vernal pool habitat is best 

characterized a complex of pools within the larger forested wetland.  Protection of this 

habitat is one of the primary conservation goals of preserving the Open Space. 
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Appendix C 

Aerial Photograph Overview 
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Appendix D 

Property Plans 

 

 



















 

 

 

Appendix E 

Phase 1 Environmental Investigation 

(under separate Cover) 

 



 

 

 

Appendix F 

Recorded Deed 

 






































