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    674:61 Appeals. –  

    I. Any person who has filed the written notice required by RSA 674:60, and whose application 

to develop workforce housing is denied or is approved with conditions or restrictions which have 

a substantial adverse effect on the viability of the proposed workforce housing development may 

appeal the municipal action to the superior court under RSA 677:4 or RSA 677:15 seeking 

permission to develop the proposed workforce housing. The petition to the court shall set forth 

how the denial is due to the municipality's failure to comply with the workforce housing 

requirements of RSA 674:59 or how the conditions or restrictions of approval otherwise violate 

such requirements.  

    II. A hearing on the merits of the appeal shall be held within 6 months of the date on which the 

action was filed unless counsel for the parties agree to a later date, or the court so orders for good 

cause. If the court determines that it will be unable to meet this requirement, at the request of 

either party it shall promptly appoint a referee to hear the appeal within 6 months. Referees shall 

be impartial, and shall be chosen on the basis of qualifications and experience in planning and 

zoning law.  

    III. In the event the decision of the court or referee grants the petitioner a judgment that allows 

construction of the proposed development or otherwise orders that the proposed development 

may proceed despite its nonconformance with local regulations, conditions, or restrictions, the 

court or referee shall direct the parties to negotiate in good faith over assurances that the project 

will be maintained for the long term as workforce housing. The court or referee shall retain 

jurisdiction and upon motion of either party affirming that negotiations are deadlocked, the court 

or referee shall hold a further hearing on the appropriate term and form of use restrictions to be 

applied to the project.  

Source. 2008, 299:2, eff. Jan. 1, 2010. 

 


