
TITLE LXIV 

PLANNING AND ZONING 

CHAPTER 673 

LOCAL LAND USE BOARDS 

Appointment and Terms of Local Land Use Board Members 

Section 673:3 

    673:3 Zoning Board of Adjustment and Building Code Board of Appeals. –  

    I. The zoning board of adjustment shall consist of 5 members. The members of the board shall either 

be elected in the manner prescribed by RSA 669, or appointed in a manner prescribed by the local 

legislative body. Each member of the board shall be a resident of the municipality in order to be 

appointed or elected.  

    II. Zoning board of adjustment members who are elected shall be elected for the term provided under 

RSA 673:5, II. A local legislative body which has previously provided for the appointment of zoning board 

of adjustment members may rescind that action by majority vote and choose to elect board members. 

The terms of appointed members of zoning boards of adjustment in municipalities in office on the 

effective date of an affirmative decision to elect such board members shall not be affected by the 

decision. However, when the term of each member expires, each new member shall be elected at the 

next regular municipal election for the term provided under RSA 673:5, II.  

    III. A local legislative body which has provided for the election of zoning board of adjustment 

members may rescind that action by majority vote, in which event members shall thereafter be 

appointed in a manner prescribed by the local legislative body. The elected board shall, however, 

continue in existence, and the elected members in office may continue to serve until their successors 

are appointed and qualified.  

    III-a. A local legislative body's decision to change from an elected to an appointed zoning board of 

adjustment, or from an appointed to an elected zoning board of adjustment, may be made without 

amending the zoning ordinance. In a town operating under the town meeting form of government, the 

decision may be made at any annual or special town meeting. If the town has adopted the official ballot 

for the election of town officers, the question may be, but is not required to be, placed on the official 

ballot. If the question is not placed on the official ballot, the question shall be placed in the warrant and 

shall be voted on as a separate article at the town meeting.  

    IV. The building code board of appeals shall consist of 3 or 5 members who shall be appointed in a 

manner prescribed by the local legislative body; provided, however, that an elected zoning board of 

adjustment may act as the building code board of appeals pursuant to RSA 673:1, V. Each member of 

the board shall be a resident of the municipality in order to be appointed.  
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