
 

 

 MINUTES 

Barrington Conservation Commission 

November 19, 2020 7;00 PM 
 

Ken Grossman as Chair of the Barrington Conservation Commission, due to the COVID-19/Coronavirus crisis and in accordance with 

Governor Sununu’s Emergency Order #12 pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, this commission is authorized to meet electronically. 

Please note that there is no physical location to observe and listen contemporaneously to the meeting, which was authorized pursuant 

to the Governor’s Emergency Order.  However, in accordance with the Emergency Order, this is to confirm that we are providing pub-

lic access to the meeting by telephone, with additional access possibilities by video or other electronic means: 

--by clicking on the following website address:  
Join Zoom Meeting   
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84304754007?pwd=SmpRUnFsSXBrekI5ZS94L3QwSGI4UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 843 0475 4007 
Passcode: 116715 
One tap mobile     
 +1 929 205 6099 US,,84304754007#,,,,,,0#,,116715# US (New York) 
We are utilizing the Zoom platform for this electronic meeting.    All members of the commission have the ability to communicate 

contemporaneously during this meeting through the Zoom platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and partic-

ipate in this meeting as well. 
 

For further security there will be a “waiting room” allow the chair to control entry. 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT                                      Ken Grossman, Chairman 
                                                                            Charlie Briggs 
                                                                            Doug Bogen, Vice Chair 
                                                       Anne Melvin, alternate  
                                                                             Dan (Cass) Cassidy 
                                                                             Jack Gale, alternate  
                                                                             John Wallace, alternate  
 
ABSENT                                                              Dan Ayer  
                                                                              Glenn Gould, alternate 
                                                                              Jenny Stuart, alternate  

 

CALL TO ORDER   Barrington Conservation Commission (BCC) Ken Grossman called the meeting of November 19, 

2020 to order at 7:03.   

DELEGATION OF VOTING MEMBERS   Ken Grossman confirmed the presence of members as above, with Jack serv-

ing as a voting member. 

 

Guests:  Chad Hippensteel to observe and offer his services as a volunteer. 

   

Approval of the November 5, 2020 meeting minutes     Charlie Briggs  made a motion to approve the minutes of 

November 5, 2020 as amended.  Doug Bogen seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with a vote of five (5) 

to zero (0) in favor.      

 

Treasurer’s Report (Charlie Briggs)  There are no changes since the November 5 meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS/Action Items 

             Planning Board Cases on November 17, 2020 

•  236-4-GR-20-SR (Owner: Sunset Rock LLC)  Charlie will be going to the site visit.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84304754007?pwd=smprunfssxbreki5zs94l3qwsgi4ut09
https://www.barrington.nh.gov/land-use-department/pages/lot-4


 

 

•  238-36-V-20-SR (Owner: Waldron B. Haley Revoc Trust)    Charlie did not note any updates to .   the ques-

tions of septic location and storm water pond delineation.  Ken will discuss this with Marcia Gasses.    
• Memorandum of Agreement  CC members discussed Ken’s proposal for a MoA (below).  

                                                                  
                                                                     DRAFT Memorandum of Agreement 
As allowed by RSA 36-A, the Conservation Commission shall utilize funds from the Conservation Fund as outlined below:  

A)   Subject to the approval of the Select Board, for all land purchases, easements, executory interests and receipt of gifts, grants or money and property, both real and 
personal, by the Commission.  When requesting approval, the Commission shall incorporate the projected costs of stewardship. 

B)    Survey and appraisal costs associated with the development of conservation easements. 

C)     Associated costs of a natural resources inventory. 

D)     Educational outreach programs for community awareness. 

E)      Municipal legal costs for conservation.  

F)      Stewardship: Maintenance, improvement, or enhancement of existing conserved lands, especially for public access.   

The legislative body (Town Meeting) may provide additional funds for the above expenditures through the operating budget, capital reserve funds or bonds. 

              Charlie Briggs made a motion to adopt the document as the MoA with the Select Board.  Dan Cassidy 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.  Briggs – aye, Grossman – aye, Cassidy – 

aye, Bogen – aye, Gale – aye.    

• Leighton Forest Easement    Duane Hyde (SELT) has asked if Barrington would consider taking the easement 

on the Leighton Forest portion in Barrington.  As owner of the property SELT would cover maintenance.   As 

easement holder the town would be responsible for easement monitoring.  John pointed out that taking on an 

easement is a commitment in perpetuity, but mentioned that having SELT as the owner makes this easier. The Se-

lect Board would need to approve the easement holding.  John suggested doing a site walk to see what the moni-

toring might entail.  The CC would also like to review the baseline documentation before making a commitment.  

Ken will let the Select Board know that this is being considered, and he will contact Duane Hyde to set up a guid-

ed site walk for interested CC members. This matter will be discussed again at the December 3rd meeting.    

• Swain’s Lake Drawdown Plan   There were questions raised about who in town is responsible for monitoring the 

dam in the event of a major storm.  Ken will check with town officials regarding this.  

• Easement Monitoring Subcommittee    Ken will check with Conner to find out if three members (Charlie, 

Doug, and Jack) can meet with John regarding easement monitoring without formal notification. 

OLD BUSINESS and Updates 

• Website  (Jack Gale)   Glenn Gould and Jack provided  a historical summary of the Barrington Con Comm.org 

website, its challenges going forward, the Tech Committee  & Civic Plus feedback, the options to the BCC with 

their recommendation and a preliminary outline for changes.  The recommended options are: Option 1: CivicPlus 

BCC Subsite off the town site with BCC design and branding. One time: $3000, $500 annually Option 2: Civ-

icPlus BCC pages migrate to town site with town design (text & links only). One time: $1500, $0 annually Option 

3: Sharpeworks Design revision and hosting by Marsha Hatch to the BCC branding and design. One time: $2000, 

$50 annually. Remain linked to ToB site. Option 4: Stay with present site and declining performance with unsup-

ported platform.  Communications Subcommittee recommendation: Option 3  Jack also shared suggested updates.  

This proposal will be discussed at the December 3rd meeting for approval.   

• Tiny Library   Jack attended the installation of the tiny library, and it will be advertised in the trails newsletter.   

•  Richardson Dam    It was mentioned that SELT will have to approve any decision on repairing the dam.  Ken 

has requested specific proposals for the dam repair, but these have not yet been drawn up.  Jack Gale made a 

motion that the Barrington Conservation Commission acknowledges the responsibility for the cost of the 

repair of the Richardson Dam contingent upon an engineering report with an estimated cost of repair and 

https://www.barrington.nh.gov/land-use-department/pages/lot-36
https://www.barrington.nh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif2766/f/uploads/2020_swains_lake_dam_drawdown_plan_draft_201027_1.pdf
http://barringtonconcomm.org/


 

 

funding of the Conservation Fund.  This is based on an estimated cost not to exceed $200,000.  If the costs 

go far beyond this it would be the Conservation Commission’s intent to ask the town for additional fund-

ing.  Doug Bogen seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with a vote of five (5) to zero (0) in fa-

vor.. 

• Panish Easement  John anticipates the easement being finalized in a week or two.   

• Trails Booklet  The final bill for printing is $1157.20.       

• Easement Monitoring Subcommittee   The Newhall easement remains to be done. 

 

Public Concerns 

 

SELECT BOARD REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS AND CONCERNS 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A) Lands Committee, Trails Committee 

B) Isinglass River, Oyster River and Lamprey River Local Advisory Committees. 

 

ONGOING PROJECTS FOR 2020 

A)  Meeting with Lakes Associations 

B) Natural Resource Inventory accessibility 

C) Easements (Dolmat) 

 

OTHER PROJECTS 

forest management for SATWaSR 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Sightings included a flock of bluebirds, a snow bunting (at the NH coast), ducks, and numerous hunters. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:49.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Lenzi  

 
 


