Request For Hardship Considerations 

I, Timothy Estes, wish to supplement my request for a variance to build a two car garage as a replacement for a one car garage at my residence at 156 Green Hill Road.  This is due to the financial and physical hardships created by the Zoning Commission per their proposals as expressed in the meeting minutes of 8-21-2013.  The application was for a variance from the 40’ setback from the road buffer zone per the 2013 Zoning Ordinance. It was not expected to garner proposals for design changes to the property that have no effect on the variance needed. 

Basis for Mentioned Hardships:

Financial hardship:  My wife and I are retired, in our 60’s & 70’s and living off of Social Security benefits. We have saved enough to finally have the former garage rebuilt.  We cannot afford the redesign and land stabilizations needed to meet the changes as proposed by the Barrington Zoning Commission to have the garage relocated from the optimum location at the existing driveway end to 1) 10’ back - over land fill and partially cover the leech field; 2) 20’ back - covering the leech field and extension over the side of the back property drop-off to a swamp, located 17’ back or 3) relocate to the other side of the house (over the artesian well and add another impermeable surface driveway) and to provide construction cost estimates to support their proposals.  None of these suggestions would ever meet the setback requirements and would cause the relocation of the garage to unreliable/unsafe condition construction locations.
The physical hardships due to setting the garage back 10’-20’ are: 1) due to extended foot travel to/from the garage for myself (quadruple heart bypass) and my wife (osteoarthritis - both knees and ankles, needing a walker)  and 2) by adding an additional area of 240’-480 sq. ft. which may need removal of ice/snow by hand shoveling.  Apparently, none of the commission has had to shovel wet snow and ice before. They should try it at -10deg to 20deg snowy, windy weather sometime.  People have been known to die from this.
